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Dear Delegates,

Welcome to the 2019 National Model United Nations New York Conference (NMUN•NY)! We are pleased to welcome you
to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). This year’s staff are: Directors Alliyah Edwards (Conference A) and
Jasym Mireles Vengas (Conference B). Alliyah is a senior at the University of South Florida studying Political Science and
Criminology. Jasym is a fourth-year student majoring in Finance at the University of Texas, McCombs School of Business.
The topics under discussion for the United Nations Children’s Fund are:
1. Eliminating Violence against Children and Youth
2. Protection and Inclusion of Children with Disabilities
3. The Rights of the Child in the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
UNICEF is the primary entity within the United Nations (UN) system working to promote and protect the rights of children,
who are often disproportionately affected by conflict, instability, and poverty. Further, UNICEF plays a critical role in the
implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). UNICEF seeks to address a wide range of topics
regarding children, such as mainstreaming their significance in efforts to further the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and advocating for their human rights. In order to accurately simulate this committee, delegates will need to
understand its role and mandate, while also keeping a global viewpoint to ensure solutions meet the needs of all children.
This Background Guide serves as an introduction to the topics for this committee. However, it is not intended to replace
individual research. We encourage you to explore your Member State’s policies in depth and use the Annotated
Bibliography and Bibliography to further your knowledge on these topics. In preparation for the Conference, each
delegation will submit a Position Paper by 11:59 p.m. (Eastern) on 1 March 2019 in accordance with the guidelines in
the NMUN Position Paper Guide.
Two resources, available to download from the NMUN website, that serve as essential instruments in preparing for the
Conference and as a reference during committee sessions are the:
1. NMUN Delegate Preparation Guide - explains each step in the delegate process, from pre-Conference research
to the committee debate and resolution drafting processes. Please take note of the information on plagiarism,
and the prohibition on pre-written working papers and resolutions. Delegates should not start discussion on the
topics with other members of their committee until the first committee session.
2. NMUN Rules of Procedure - include the long and short form of the rules, as well as an explanatory narrative and
example script of the flow of procedure.
In addition, please review the mandatory NMUN Conduct Expectations on the NMUN website. They include the
Conference dress code and other expectations of all attendees. We want to emphasize that any instances of sexual
harassment or discrimination based on race, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, age, or disability will not
be tolerated. If you have any questions concerning your preparation for the committee or the Conference itself, please
contact the Under-Secretaries-General for the Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs Department, Collin King
(Conference A) and Martina Vetrovcova (Conference B), at usg.hr_ha@nmun.org.
We wish you all the best in your preparations and look forward to seeing you at the Conference!
Conference A

Conference B

Alliyah Edwards, Director

Jasym Mireles Venegas, Director

NMUN is a Non-Governmental Organization associated with the UN Department of Public Information,
a United Nations Academic Impact Member, and a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization of the United States.
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United Nations System at NMUN•NY
This diagram illustrates the UN system simulated at NMUN•NY and demonstrates the reportage and relationships between entities. Examine the
diagram alongside the Committee Overview to gain a clear picture of the committee's position, purpose, and powers within the UN system.
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Committee Overview
Introduction
In 1946, United Nations (UN) General Assembly resolution 57 (I) established the United Nations
International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) as a relief organization for European child refugees
1
from the Second World War. Subsequently, General Assembly resolution 417 (V) (1950) expanded
2
UNICEF’s mandate beyond Europe to include all children. In 1953, under resolution 802 (VIII), the
General Assembly elected to extend UNICEF’s mandate indefinitely and accordingly changed the
3
organization’s full name to the United Nations Children’s Fund.
At NMUN•NY 2019, we are simulating the Executive Board of UNICEF in terms of
composition and size; however, delegates are not limited to the strict mandate of the
Executive Board, as a budgetary and administrative body, during the conference. For the
purposes of NMUN•NY 2019, and corresponding with the educational mission of the
conference, the committee has the ability to make programmatic and policy decisions on
issues within the mandate of UNICEF in line with the overall function of the organization.
The Declaration of the Rights of the Child, adopted in 1959, guarantees inalienable human rights for all
4
children. The Declaration aims to ensure their protection against child marriage and conflict, defend their
right to education at all stages of life, healthcare from pre-natal through post-partum, shelter, and
5
nutrition. UNICEF has continued to focus on meeting substantive goals in the area of children’s
6
education, healthcare, and poverty, and still remains active as the issues persist.
The results of a study conducted by UNICEF, Adjustment with a Human Face, led to the 1989 adoption of
7
the influential Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). The CRC took UNICEF over 10 years to
create with the assistance of intergovernmental organizations (IGOs), non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), human rights advocates, lawyers, health specialists, social workers, educators, child
8
development experts, and religious leaders. Following the adoption of the CRC, UNICEF organized the
World Summit for Children in 1990, which hosted the largest gathering of world leaders in history and
9
helped broaden the debate on children in conflict situations in the Security Council during the 1990s.
Governance, Structure, and Membership
The Executive Board constitutes the highest level of UNICEF administrative management, determines all
policy and budgetary decisions based on reports from the National Committees, and meets three times
10
annually. Comprised of 36 Member States elected to three-year terms by the UN Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC), the Executive Board allocates eight seats to Africa, seven seats to Asia, four seats to
Eastern Europe, five seats to Latin America and the Caribbean, and 12 seats to Western Europe and
11
Others. The Executive Board also observes all UN missions related to children and youth, and oversees
12
all documents adopted or produced by the organization, including several annual reports.

1
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In 2018, the Executive Board adopted the Every Child Alive report, which highlights the challenges that
13
many mothers and their babies face when enduring childbirth and care for their newborns. Harsh
realities such as premature death, disability, and severe illness all stem from the lack of proper tools and
14
essential items to deliver babies in safe and sterile environments. The report emphasizes the
importance of looking past medical complications being the only source of childhood mortality, and also
15
examine the marginalization of families, who face harsh living conditions due to injustices. The report
promotes “the way forward,” assessing how people, places, products, and power all play a role in
achieving universal health coverage for newborn babies, while also holding health care providers
16
accountable for the services they are to perform on these same newborns. Strong emphasis is placed
on a facility’s cleanliness, functionality, people and their proper training, life-saving equipment, and an
emphasis on empowering women and girls to protect themselves and make informed decisions about
17
their healthcare. The Executive Board reports on committee progress and makes recommendations
18
regarding the status of children worldwide to both ECOSOC and the General Assembly.
19

Today, UNICEF has a strong presence in 192 countries. UNICEF runs 36 National Committees focused
on fundraising, establishing best practices and sharing methods for public-private partnerships, and
20
improving children’s rights. UNICEF is funded entirely by voluntary contributions from IGOs, NGOs,
21
corporations, foundations, and private individuals. UNICEF maintains a country office in most Member
22
States, promoting cooperation through a five year program of evaluation. UNICEF evaluates the needs
of children within each Member State, and if these needs can be met by grassroots programs utilizing
23
local workers and volunteers within those same states.
Outside of the administrative structure, UNICEF also coordinates a Supply Division headquartered in
24
Copenhagen, Denmark. This facility stores supplies for medical emergencies, natural disasters, or post25
conflict. The Innocenti Research Centre (IRC) in Florence, Italy, branch of UNICEF liaises with
26
intergovernmental policy creators and leaders. The Innocenti Research Center also examines the
efficacy of UNICEF policies and programs, and promotes the CRC by monitoring changing situations,
highlighting chronic problems, finding ways to support areas lacking capacity, and influencing
27
intergovernmental policies that affect children The IRC presents and reports to the Executive Board.
Mandate, Functions, and Powers
Originally defined by General Assembly resolution 57 (I) (1946), UNICEF’s mandate was later broadened
by General Assembly resolutions 417 (V) (1953) and 802 (VIII) (1950) to include advocacy “for the
protection of children’s rights;” assistance with meeting children’s basic needs, such as health and
28
education; and expansion of “opportunities [for children] to reach their full potential.” UNICEF’s mandate
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is informed by the CRC and based on the concept that “nurturing and caring for children are the
29
cornerstones of human progress.” UNICEF reports to the General Assembly and ECOSOC, both of
30
which undertake annual reviews of UNICEF’s work.
To fulfill its mandate, UNICEF coordinates with UN partners, including the Task Force on Children and
Armed Conflict, the Inter-Agency Network on Youth Development, United Nations Development Program
31
(UNDP), and ECOSOC. UNICEF also partners with NGOs through the National Committees and works
32
collaboratively with IGOs and CSOs to protect children’s rights. The Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) continue to be a focal point for UNICEF, especially SDG 1 on ending poverty, SDG 2 on zero
hunger, SDG 3 on health and well-being, SDG 5 on gender equality, SDG 10 on reducing inequalities
33
among and between countries, and SDG 11 on sustainable cities and communities.
Recent Sessions and Current Priorities
In line with the SDGs and with the organization’s social, economic, and environmental priorities, UNICEF
34
seeks to promote programs that successfully create “safe, healthy and well educated children.”
35
UNICEF’s Strategic Plans are created and approved by the Executive Board every four years.
UNICEF’s current Strategic Plan is informed by the 2030 Agenda, particularly SDGs 1, 3, 6, and 13,
which address the themes of children living in extreme poverty, lack of education for youth, and lack of
36
proper healthcare. UNICEF held its 2018 annual session from 11-14 June to discuss the importance of
the SDGs and the progress that was achieved throughout the duration of UNICEF’s Strategic Plan 201437
2017. Despite progress that has been made, the Executive Board acknowledges that there is more work
38
to be done, particularly regarding the rights of the child. The Current Executive Director, Henrietta H.
Fore, emphasized that issues such as poverty, lack of proper healthcare, and the impacts of natural
39
disasters continue to negatively impact children and youth. In order to more fully address these
remaining concerns, the Strategic Plan 2018-2021 builds upon previous efforts and enhances the ability
40
UNICEF to deliver effective results to children and youth in four key ways. These four methods include:
ensuring that resources and common goals are more defined to improve measurable achievement, more
effectively implementing the decisions of the Executive Board, promoting UNICEF and its various work
efforts to generate and maintain support and awareness, and strengthening the accountability
41
mechanisms of UNICEF and its partner organizations.
On 1 June 2018, UNICEF participated in the annual Joint Meeting of the Executive Boards, during which
it convened with the UNDP, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), UN Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the UN Office for Project Services (UNOPS), and the World Food

29
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38
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39
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Programme (WFP) to address three primary topics. The first topic discussed creating more efficient and
43
concrete metrics, and measures to assess the implementation of the goals outlined in the 2030 Agenda.
The second topic discussed the importance of streamlining work methods of their respective Executive
44
45
Boards. The third topic addressed overcoming adversity based on gender and origin.
UNICEF continues to partner with other organizations to achieve necessary progress; guided by SDG 17
on partnerships for the SDGs, the new strategic plan aims to increase collaboration with NGOs on policy
46
creation by combining high quality programming with advocacy, communication, and campaigning.
UNICEF’s current goals are designed collaboratively with IGOs, NGOs, and CSOs to further the CRC’s
47
impact on underserved and vulnerable populations. These partnerships allow UNICEF to work efficiently
to achieve the SDGs and ensure sustainable development for children, while providing major benefits
including: stronger advocacy for children’s rights, innovations for children, and an improved knowledge
48
base and resources for children.
The 2030 Agenda further laid out the need for measures and indicators to determine the progress toward
49
achieving the SDGs. The global indicator framework, adopted by the General Assembly as resolution
50
71/313 of 2017, established statistical guidelines and methods to monitor progress toward the Goals.
Key areas of focus for UNICEF currently include ensuring every child has the opportunity to survive and
thrive, improving equal access to education, protecting children from violence and exploitation, providing
51
a clean and safe environment for youth, and ensuring all youth having the equal chance at life itself.
UNICEF further works to build capacity for sustainable access to safe drinking water, in accordance with
52
SDG 6.
UNICEF maintains a specific focus on more vulnerable groups of children, such as children with
53
disabilities, who require additional protection and may face barriers to social inclusion. UNICEF’s efforts
positively impacted a reported population of at least 93 million children with disabilities worldwide that are
54
still vulnerable to exclusion, and discrimination. In one notable example, UNICEF, along with several
partners including the H&M Foundation, the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC), and the LEGO
Foundation, works to improve the implementation and awareness of the rights of the child and improve
55
early childhood education through play.
Conclusion
UNICEF fulfills a unique role within the international sphere and continues to successfully provide an
invaluable forum and programs of action for international collaboration in the protection and promotion of
56
children’s rights. Guided by the SDGs, UNICEF’s Strategic Plan 2018-2021 addresses ongoing
challenges facing children and youth, aiming to ensure that all children can have a fair chance at a
57
healthy, safe, and sustainable future. UNICEF has continued to make strides as reported in the Annual

42
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43
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55
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Report 2017, which explores the work of UNICEF and its various partners. Through its many
partnerships, UNICEF helped immunize 78.6 million children against measles, provided learning materials
59
to more than 12.5 million children, and ensured access to clean water for 32.7 million. UNICEF
continues to combat critical issues as outlined by the SDGs and continues to ensure that children remain
60
a priority on the global agenda. Furthermore, as UNICEF continues to advance its policies
internationally, it is important to continue implementing grassroots projects in partnership with NGOs and
CSOs, as well as collaborating with other UN organizations on projects that can impact the lives of
61
children.

Annotated Bibliography
United Nations Children’s Fund. (n.d.). The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development [Website].
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resource for understanding how the Executive Board works with other UN bodies, budget
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their research based on areas the report emphasizes for further investigation.
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Delegates can use this source to become familiar with infant mortality and can use this
research to begin their own investigation on UNICEF’s work on infant mortality.
United Nations Children’s Fund. (2017). Strategic Plan 2018-2021 [Report]. Retrieved 9 July 2018
from: https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/UNICEF_Strategic_Plan_2018-2021.pdf
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This Strategic Plan addresses UNICEF’s alignment with Agenda 2030 particularly noting
the cross-sectional nature of the goals and the need to strengthen partnerships to
achieve Agenda 2030 and serve children effectively. In particular, this plan addresses
critical topics including: the marginalization and exclusion of women, children, minorities,
and those with disabilities; climate change; globalization; and urbanization. This source is
critical for delegates as it lays out the broad strategy and plan of action for UNICEF
during the next three years.
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I. Eliminating Violence against Children and Youth
“Violence against children can be prevented if the global community acts now, acts wisely and acts
62
together.”
Introduction
Foundational documents on children’s rights throughout time, from the 1989 Convention on the Rights of
the Child (CRC) to the recent 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) of 2015, place
63
specific emphasis on the need to support, guide, and protect children and youth alike. In addition, the
United Nations Children’s Fund’s (UNICEF) mission statement explicitly highlights the body’s commitment
to ensuring the “special protection” of children from all forms of violence and exploitation, thereby setting
64
the foundation for the work UNICEF does. Nevertheless, violence against the world’s children and youth
continues to be prevalent in societies around the world, regardless of race, socio-economic status,
65
culture, ethnicity, and/or religion. In its INSPIRE: Seven strategies for Ending Violence Against Children
report, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported that 75% of the world’s two billion children suffered
66
some type of abuse, cruelty, or violence in the 2015 to 2016 period. Moreover, SOS Children’s Villages
International, a non-governmental organization (NGO) that deals with issues pertaining to violence
against children and youth, demonstrated that half of all individuals aged 2 to 17 have undergone
emotional, physical, and/or sexual violence, while over 120 million girls under the age of 20 have been
67
forced to commit sexual acts. Evidently, violence against children and youth remains a serious issue
today, and the imperative nature of this topic was outlined in several of the targets of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) set forth by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda),
68
adopted in 2015.
By virtue of different economic, financial, socio-cultural, and demographic conditions across the world, the
69
definitions of the terms “children” and “youth” vary between organizations, regions, and Member States.
Nonetheless, in 1989, the international community agreed in Article 1 of the CRC that children would be
70
those individuals up to the age of 18; since then, UNICEF has used this age-range to define children. In
addition, both the United Nations (UN) Secretariat and UNICEF define “youth” as anyone younger than
71
24. Thus, for the purposes of UNICEF, “children and youth” are those under the age of 24, with specific
72
emphasis placed on the need to protect individuals under 18 years of age. Definitions of violence also
differ; UNICEF uses the interpretation by the international NGO Save the Children, which defines violence
as “all forms of physical or mental violence, injury and abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, [and]
73
maltreatment and exploitations, including sexual abuse.” From this definition, UNICEF outlines four
main categories of direct violence against children: physical violence, sexual violence, mental violence,
74
and neglect/negligent treatment. However, children and youth can also be subject to indirect violence,
where violence experienced by a secondary party has a psychological effect on these children’s well75
being. Indirect violence can cause similar distress as direct violence, with both of these leading to
disturbances in mental development, learning difficulties, poor school performance, depression, and self-
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harm. Both indirect and direct violence often go unnoticed and/or unreported, especially since violence
frequently comes from the individuals who are most closely affiliated with children and youth, their family
77
members and guardians. Traditional practices, societal norms, and familial beliefs also play a role in
heightening children’s vulnerability to violence, and this is aggravated by the lack of child protection laws
78
in certain regions of the world. These same norms and beliefs often lead to the perpetration of violence
79
in multiple ways, including domestic violence, sexual violence, and violence in schools.
International and Regional Framework
The framework for the elimination of violence against children and youth was initially set forth in 1924 by
the League of Nations via the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child, which recognized the need
to ensure that children receive the means for proper development, including the protection against all
80
forms of exploitation. Then, in 1948, the UN adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), and in Articles 25 and 26 outlined the rights of children and young individuals to education,
81
assistance, and special care. However, the UDHR did not make a specific reference to violence against
82
children and youth. It was only several years later when the General Assembly adopted the 1959
Declaration of the Rights of the Child, which symbolized the first time the international community agreed
83
on the foundational principles pertaining to children’s rights, including freedom from violence.
In 1966, the global community adopted the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
84
Rights (ICESCR), through which the rights of children and youth were further reinforced. In Article 10,
ICESCR delineates that purposeful steps must be taken “on behalf of all children and young persons” to
85
secure their well-being and protect them from economic and/or social exploitation. While the 1959
86
declaration was important, its commitments were not legally binding. This changed in 1989, when the
CRC was adopted by the General Assembly, including 42 legally binding articles covering children’s
87
political, social, and economic rights. In 2000, the CRC was supplemented by two Optional Protocols,
one of which focuses on the sale of children, child prostitution, and child pornography, while the other
88
deals with the involvement of children in armed conflict. These Protocols, along with the CRC,
demonstrated a paradigm shift in youth legislature because, by comprehensively addressing children’s
rights, they set the framework for every document pertaining to youth ever since, including major global
89
agendas such as the Millennium Declaration (2000) and the 2030 Agenda.
In 2003, the General Assembly adopted resolution 57/190 on the Rights of the Child, calling on Member
States to prioritize, adhere to, and implement the CRC while paying close attention to children’s right to
90
be free from violence. Three years after this resolution, the first Report of the Independent Expert for the
United Nations Study on Violence Against Children was released, which aids in providing a global
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91

perspective on the topic of violence against children. This document also gives insight into the
international situation of violence against children, and proposes recommendations to prevent this
problem, including strengthening local commitments for action to eradicate violence, legally prohibiting
92
violence, and enhancing the capacity of institutions that work with and for children.
The post-2015 development agenda, set up by the adoption of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs,
demonstrated a renewed international commitment to the elimination of violence against children and
93
youth. SDG 5, with the goal of achieving gender equality, includes targets 5.2 and 5.3, which emphasize
the importance of protecting girls from violence, sexual exploitation, forced marriage, and female genital
94
mutilation (FGM). Likewise, SDG 8 makes a specific reference to the elimination of violence against
children in target 8.7, which calls for “immediate and effective measures” to put an end to child labor, child
95
soldiers, and child sex workers. Most crucial to UNICEF for the topic at hand is SDG 16 on promoting
“peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development,” especially targets 16.2 and 16.3 that aim
96
to end the “abuse, trafficking and all forms of violence against children.”
Several regional actors have also demonstrated their commitment to the elimination of violence against
children and youth, including the European Commission, which emphasizes that both the European
Union (EU) institutions and Member States must prevent violence against children and strengthen child
97
protection systems. The EU has also stressed the importance of ensuring that any policies affecting
98
children are made with their best interest in mind. Similarly, the African Union’s (AU) African Committee
of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACERWC) states that violence against children and
99
youth in any setting is unacceptable. The committee’s main approach includes gathering data pertaining
to violence, monitoring the implementation of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
(1979), and providing guidance to individual African governments so as to eliminate violence against
100
children and youth.
Role of the International System
A wide variety of actors collaborate at the local, regional, and international levels to eradicate all forms of
101
violence against young individuals. In 2006, the UN Secretary-General’s “Study on Violence Against
Children” was conducted, which addressed violence in five key settings: family, schools, detention
102
facilities, child’s work places, and communities. Recognizing the widespread nature of violence, the
study encouraged the appointment of a Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence
103
Against Children (SRSG). Three years later, then Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon appointed Marta
104
Santos Pais as the first SRSG. The SRSG functions as an international independent advocate who
mobilizes action, raises awareness, and garners political support to end all forms of violence against
105
children and youth. In addition, the SRSG oversees its own UN Inter-Agency Working Group on
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Violence against Children and collaborates alongside multiple stakeholders, including UN bodies, NGOs,
106
regional institutions, and Member States, to reduce violence against children.
As part of the SRSG’s Inter-Agency Group, UNICEF is uniquely positioned to mobilize and assist in global
107
efforts relating to the elimination of violence against children and youth. Therefore, UNICEF launched
the #ENDviolence campaign in 2013, building on the growing consensus that violence against the world’s
young cannot be accepted, and that it can only be stopped via the cooperative efforts of citizens,
108
policymakers, and civil society. The #ENDviolence global campaign has helped generate global
awareness about the widespread nature of violence against children because it allows people to share
109
their thoughts on social media platforms by using the hashtag #ENDviolence. To date, this campaign
has received media coverage in over 190 Member States, with 70 of them formally joining #ENDviolence
efforts by committing to raise awareness, establish child helplines, and provide other outreach services
110
for children. In addition to its media presence, #ENDviolence encompasses a wide array of other
111
initiatives that actively engage in eliminating violence against children. For example, the Soul City
initiative in South Africa challenges norms that facilitate the discrimination of children, while the Parents
112
Make The Difference initiative in Liberia encourages positive, non-violent parenting techniques.
In 2016, WHO published a milestone report, INSPIRE: Seven strategies for Ending Violence Against
Children, that details seven evidence-based strategies on how violence against children and youth can be
113
most easily prevented. These strategies consist of establishing safe spaces for children, creating and
enforcing child protection laws, re-evaluating traditional norms; supporting parents and guardians,
stabilizing families’ economic situation, facilitating access to support services, and promoting education
114
and other skills. Keeping this in mind and recalling the 2030 Agenda, the Global Partnership to End
Violence Against Children (End Violence) was launched in 2016, bringing together six UN entities, seven
115
academic bodies, 146 civil society groups, five philanthropic foundations, and five private sector actors.
End Violence is supported by a small secretariat, including Ms. Henrietta Fore, the Executive Director of
116
UNICEF, who works to ensure children and youth can lead prosperous, violence-free lives. In 2018,
End Violence, together with the international movement WePROTECT Global Alliance, a worldwide
117
movement to put an end to online sexual abuse, hosted the first ever End Violence Solutions Summit.
Notably, the Summit convened 454 participants from around the globe, including 222 government
representatives, 89 civil society organizations, 61 UN bodies, 26 foundations, 13 child delegates, and
more, to promote the seven INSPIRE strategies and to encourage all attendees to combat child
118
violence.
Several regional actors have also undertaken efforts to end violence, such as the Council of Europe’s
Raise Your Hand Against Smacking campaign, which focuses on educating the public about corporal
punishment, promoting harm-free parenting methods, and making children aware of their right to live
119
without violence. Other regions, such as Latin America, South Asia, and Africa have developed
specialized police stations staffed by trained female police officers, who provide counseling and special
120
care for women, children, and youth experiencing different forms of violence. The complex nature of
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violence against children implies that such regional collaborations by Member States, UN bodies, NGOs,
121
and civil society are crucial to secure the protection of children and youth.
Combating Domestic Violence
Before becoming independent, self-sufficient adults, children need to have the opportunity to live in a safe
122
home with caregivers who love and support them, as recognized by UNICEF. However, children are
often exposed to domestic violence, which entails patterns of “assaultive and coercive behaviors including
123
physical, sexual and psychological attacks... used by adults or adolescents.” UNICEF also reports that
in nearly half of all domestic violence cases, the victims are children, some of whom experience corporal
124
punishment at home. All forms of domestic violence are highly detrimental to the emotional, social, and
125
cognitive development of children and youth. Children and youth who have experienced and/or been
exposed to violence at home often suffer the effects of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and are at a
126
greater risk of developing asthma, depression, and anxiety. In addition, young people who are exposed
to domestic violence, either by enduring physical (corporal) punishment or by witnessing the abuse of
others, are more prone to carry their violence into adolescence and adulthood as either victims or
127
perpetrators. Overall, UNICEF reports that 550 million children worldwide are fully exposed to domestic
128
violence, and often experience injury, neglect, and verbal abuse.
In some instances, domestic violence is influenced by traditional norms that legitimize the use of violence,
including routine domestic violence against children (corporal punishment), as over 1.1 billion caregivers
129
in 2017 reported that physical punishment is necessary to raise adolescents and children. The issue of
domestic violence is worsened by the culture of silence that surrounds it; often, children will not report
130
domestic violence out of fear of retaliation, stigma, and/or retribution. Domestic violence is also often
hard to prosecute due to the lack legal frameworks and/or due to the lack of enforcement of laws
131
pertaining to corporal punishment in the home. Indeed, only 60 Member States have legislation
explicitly prohibiting physical violence as a means of discipline, thus indicating that over 600 million
132
children worldwide are left without full legal protection against domestic violence.
To combat the prevalence of domestic violence, UNICEF has emphasized the need for the international
community to provide technical support to sectors that deal with the stability of domestic settings,
including those in the legal and judicial realm, so that these sectors may be better prepared to identify,
133
report, and respond to violence. For example, UNICEF provides technical support to Member States by
working with them to create and strengthen child protection services and child welfare systems that
134
directly deal with the issue of domestic violence. Raising awareness about this issue is crucial in order
135
to shift social norms that encourage and normalize domestic violence. In an attempt to bring attention
to the negative effects that domestic violence can have on children, UNICEF collaborated with the
government of Egypt to launch the #CalmNotHarm campaign, which focuses on promoting tolerance and
136
positive parenting techniques. In addition, UNICEF worked with the government of Serbia to implement
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the Partnering with Families initiative, which allows social service agencies to locate and assist
137
marginalized families by providing them with access to education, health care, and disability benefits.
Preventing Sexual Violence in Childhood and Adolescence
Under the CRC, children and young people are recognized to have full autonomy over their bodies, and
138
have the right to be protected from sexual abuse and violence. Member States are also required, under
Article 34 of the CRC, to provide special protection measures to ensure youth do not suffer from sexual
139
exploitation or sexual abuse. Nonetheless, children and youth remain more vulnerable to sexual
violence than any other group, particularly in the context of close relationships, because they are usually
140
dependent on adults for guidance and protection. Indeed, the most common perpetrators of sexual
violence are adults that are close to their victims, with 9 out of 10 adolescent girls reporting partners and
141
husbands as the perpetrators behind their first time enduring forced sex.
Young girls in many societies are particularly vulnerable to aggression, corporal punishment, and sexual
142
abuse, as gender disparities begin to widen nearing adolescence. As children approach adolescence,
young men are often given more autonomy, while girls are expected to comply to harmful gender roles
143
under the conventional notions of femininity and masculinity. Traditional gender norms, however, can
also lead to similar problems for adolescent boys, as often these norms prevent them from seeking justice
144
in cases of abuse for fear of being stigmatized by their societies. The lack of availability of data on
boys’ sexual exploitation is noted in a recent study by UNICEF, acknowledging that 40 states had
statistics related to sexual violence against girls, while only seven of these had data on sexual violence
145
against boys. Further, sexual violence against young people is sometimes exacerbated by socioeconomic conditions, including poverty, since poor families may be incentivized to force a daughter to
146
marry young if this leads to financial compensation for the family. The political instability of a state, a
society’s exposure to conflict, forced migration, and natural disasters are other factors that destabilize a
child’s environment and thereby escalate the frequency and intensity of sexual violence against children
147
and youth.
To eradicate this form of violence, UNICEF actively seeks to strengthen partnerships and establish
reliable social support networks for parents and caregivers, primarily because providing families with a
148
sense of security has the potential to reduce all forms of violence against children. In 2016, UNICEF
worked with its partners, including local governments, civil society, and the private sector, to end sexual
violence by supporting national initiatives in 88 Member States that were aimed at increasing children’s
access to legal, psychological, and medical aid, and at criminalizing all forms of sexual abuse and
149
exploitation. For example, UNICEF has worked with government representatives and regional NGOs to
implement the “No Means No” program in schools throughout Malawi, an initiative that teaches young
boys and girls self-defense skills and other strategies to repel sexual violence, which has led to a 40%
150
reduction in rape among girls who participated in the program. Strategies such as these form key
elements in the fight against sexual violence as they help empower children while bringing awareness to
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the plight of children and youth. In addition, civil society actors, such as SOS Children’s Villages
152
International, have multi-faceted approaches to eliminating sexual exploitation. These include the
empowerment of children via teaching them life skills, the transformation of institutions by embedding
sexual violence-prevention strategies in their programs, and the improvement of current data to
153
guarantee stakeholders can act with accurate information when dealing with cases of sexual violence.
Eliminating Violence in School
As stated by UNICEF, schools are among the most powerful socialization mechanisms where children
154
should be able to fully embrace their experiences and feel protected, empowered, motivated, and safe.
Moreover, establishing quality spaces where young people can become educated without fearing
155
violence improves the livelihood prospects, social inclusion, and mental development of children.
However, school environments are not always safe for children and youth, with corporal punishment in
156
schools still remaining a common form of discipline. Corporal punishment is often used by authority
157
figures close to children, including teachers, headmasters, and others in positions of power.
Another serious problem is the victimization of children and youth by teachers and classmates, which
often makes the affected children afraid of attending school, or results in decreased concentration in
158
classes. In 2015, 6% of students in the United States (US) stated that they had missed school at least
159
once due to safety concerns. Differences in appearance or thought, as well as sexual orientation or
gender identity, often lead to bullying, where specific children are targeted, ridiculed, and in some cases,
160
beaten due to societal misconceptions surrounding these matters. Importantly, bullying in these cases
is not solely targeted toward Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT+) youth, but also toward
161
those who are perceived to be LGBT+ due to harmful gender and cultural stereotypes. This form of
discriminatory homophobic and transphobic violence is experienced by up to 85% of LGBT+ or those
162
perceived to be LGBT+. Moreover, according to the Human Rights Campaign, a US-based NGO, only
163
26% of LGBT+ children and youth reported feeling safe in their classroom in 2017. Bullying as a form
of violence has detrimental effects for both the bully and the bullied alike, with both individuals often
164
showing much lower school performance than those that do not partake in bullying.
According to organizations such as Save the Children, the first step in the elimination of all forms of
violence is to measure violence indicators within Member States and institutions since this can allow for
165
the tracking of progress over time. In addition, UNICEF has advocated for Member States to adopt
laws prohibiting violence in schools, and has worked with teachers and school staff to ensure they can
identify at-risk children, eliminate bullying, and accurately respond to the multiple forms of violence in
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166

schools. UNICEF’s foundational program for the prevention of violence in schools is the Positive
Discipline Programme, which provides teachers with ways to discipline students without resorting to nor
167
perpetrating violence. For example, this program implemented a study on how to stop bullying in
Jamaica, with the result that renewed attention was placed on the prevalence of bullying in schools, and
helped create student-led peace clubs in Cote D’Ivoire, where youth themselves could lead violence
168
prevention efforts. Initiatives such as these have contributed to the elimination of violence in schools,
yet UNICEF recognizes that there is still more to be done by the international community, and
recommends focusing on priority areas such as reducing peer violence and eradicating corporal
169
punishment in schools
Conclusion
All acts of violence are violations of human dignity and human rights, yet 75% of children and youth in the
170
world have experienced violence. While violence may be pervasive, it is not inevitable, and the first
171
step in eradicating it is to bring awareness to the issue. Over the last two decades, the global
community has noticeably increased efforts to eradicate domestic, sexual, and school-related violence
against children and youth by gathering data, writing reports, and undertaking collaborative local and
172
global initiatives centered on protecting children. These documents and initiatives explore the reasons
why violence happens, and find reliable strategies to work toward the goal of ensuring all children live a
173
life free of violence. UNICEF remains committed to working alongside national, regional, and
174
international actors to eradicate all forms of violence against children. Domestic violence against
children and youth is often overlooked by the public, yet it causes long-term detrimental effects that
175
prevent children from enjoying their full rights. Likewise, sexual violence, which is often targeted toward
176
girls, exploits young people and limits their capacity to grow in safe, caring environments. Violence in
school also has negative effects on young individuals, since unsafe school environments limit children’s
177
ability to attain their right to education (SDG 4). While the global community has made progress in the
last decade to increase recognition of violence against children and youth, putting the elimination of
violence against children and youth at the center of international efforts would significantly contribute to
178
achieving truly sustainable human development.
Further Research
As delegates explore the topic at hand, they should keep in mind the following questions: How are
domestic institutions creating and enforcing laws to restrict corporal punishment and eliminate domestic
violence? What actions can Member States take to stop the normalization of sexual violence? How can
schools, teachers, and students themselves actively work toward the elimination of violence in schools?
Aside from the areas of violence discussed in this guide, how else do children experience violence? What
role does UNICEF play in providing children and youth with the tools they need to identify, report, and/or
respond to violence? What can the UN system, civil society, and the private sector do to allow youth to
enjoy their rights free of violence and fear?
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II. Protection and Inclusion of Children with Disabilities
“Children with disabilities, along with adults with disabilities, are to have full life with dignity.”

179

Introduction
Currently there are 93 million children with disabilities worldwide who continue to be excluded and
180
marginalized, and unable to fully enjoy their human rights. Stigmas around children with disabilities
prevent parents from reporting disabilities which leads to difficulties gathering data; therefore, the number
181
of children with disabilities worldwide could be even higher. Challenges for children with disabilities
include: difficulties speaking up for themselves, difficulties with learning, or being unable to care for
182
themselves. The definitions of being disabled and the classification criteria vary from one Member
183
State to another. The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) views the protection and inclusion of
children with disabilities as central to “build[ing] a world where every child can grow up healthy, protected
184
from harm and educated, so they can realize their full potential.” The Universal Declaration of Human
185
Rights (UDHR) (1948), was the start of the protection and inclusion of children with disabilities.
Notably, the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (CRPD) (2006), adopted by the UN
General Assembly, defines persons with disabilities as having long-term impairments (either physical,
186
mental or sensory) that cause barriers to full integrate into society. There are 6.7 million people with
187
disabilities displaced globally.
Additionally, children with disabilities often live in poverty and their concerns can be overlooked by
188
policymakers, the education system, and infrastructure. Children with disabilities, along with their
parents and other caretakers, are often unable to fully realize their basic human rights, including rights to
189
education and healthcare. Education, medical services and emergency relief services are more difficult
190
to access for children with disabilities. Inclusion is important for realizing the rights of children with
disabilities and this is achieved through recognition of all children, by the removal of barriers, and the
191
creation of supportive and protective environments. UNICEF has worked to become an organization
192
embracing the protection and inclusion of individuals with disabilities through the setting of three goals.
193
First, UNICEF strives to realize diversity and inclusion within the organization. Second, UNICEF plans
to lead the way on the progress of children with disabilities and help other organizations and states
194
promote the rights and inclusion of children with disabilities. Third, UNICEF works to mainstream
195
policies and programs regarding the protection and inclusion of children with disabilities.
International and Regional Framework
The relevant articles of the UDHR for this topic are: Article 7 which guarantees the right to be free from
discrimination; Article 22, ensuring social security and the right to develop as a person; and Article 25,
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describing the rights to a standard of living and health care, it also states children often need special
196
consideration. The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) (1989) recognizes the rights of
197
children with disabilities and is one of the most universally recognized human rights treaties. Article 2
198
focuses on discrimination against children including the basis of disability. Additionally, Article 23
199
recognizes that children with disabilities need special care and services. Article 23 specifically
highlights the importance of cooperation and information exchange between states to improve
200
rehabilitation services while allowing for children to develop and integrate into society.
Protection and inclusion of children with disabilities was further addressed by the Convention on the
Rights of People with Disabilities (CRPD) that recognized that individuals with disabilities face difficulties
201
such as discrimination and poverty. The Convention recognizes that accessibility is critical and
multidimensional; impacting physical infrastructure, healthcare, education, information, communication,
202
society, culture, and economy. The CRPD also emphasizes the importance of consulting people with
203
disabilities, including children, in regard to methods of protection and inclusion. Article 7 of the CRPD
acknowledges that crafting and implementing policy must always take into account the best interest of the
204
child. Article 24 of the CRPD calls for equality for children with disabilities by challenging and
205
eliminating discrimination.
During its 2002 Special Session, the General Assembly adopted resolution 27/2, “A World Fit for
206
Children,” to reaffirm the rights of children. This document calls for every child to be educated
207
inclusively. “A World Fit for Children” reaffirms that all children need to be protected during times of
208
natural disaster. The resolution asserts that during times of natural disasters, social institutions should
provide support to the caretakers of children to ensure that the children are in safe and stable
209
environments. Central to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is the concept of development
210
for all, continuing and expanding the achievements realized under the Millennium Development Goals.”
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 1 can only be met if all individuals are free from poverty, while
children in vulnerable situations in some cases lack appropriate social protections and access to
211
services. Goal 3, Target 3.9 of the 2030 Agenda refers to reducing illness from chemicals in the
212
environment impacting children with disabilities and reducing the cause of some disabilities in children.
SDG 4 includes creating quality educational institutions that are inclusive and responsive to children with
213
disabilities. SDG 8 on decent work and economic growth can only be met by addressing productive
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214

work for people with disabilities. SDG 10 aims to reduce inequalities within and among Member States,
215
meeting this goal will require the inclusion of all people regardless of disability.
Role of the International System
UNICEF advocates for increased action to address the inequality and discrimination that children with
216
disabilities face, through the implementation of policy and mobilization of programs. In 2013, UNICEF
commissioned a position paper, titled The Right of Children with Disabilities to Education: A rights-based
approach to inclusive education, to build upon the frameworks already in place such as CRC and the
217
CRPD. It raises the point that maintaining separate schools for disabled and non-disabled children
often creates more financial burdens and contributes to exclusion and stigmas against children with
218
disabilities. UNICEF’s report, Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action, relates to
children with disabilities in times of humanitarian crisis with the goal to minimize vulnerabilities under the
219
humanitarian crisis. UNICEF’s The State of the World Children 2013: Children with Disabilities report
focuses on moving from exclusion to inclusion and highlighting that inclusive education provides
220
meaningful opportunities to all children within the regular school system. The report, Promoting the
Right of Children with Disabilities recommends that professionals, such as police, judiciary, educators,
healthcare professionals, and social workers, need to understand the specific issues faced by children
221
with disabilities. This report also emphasizes that the voices of children with disabilities need to be
heard, while highlighting some needed actions: providing remedies in cases of human rights violations,
developing national action plans, implementing independent monitoring mechanisms, and improving
222
awareness campaigns for the public.
The General Assembly resolution, “Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with
Disabilities” 48/96 (1994), established important preconditions, targets, implementation areas, and
223
monitoring mechanisms to better serve persons with disabilities. The continued development of policy
and legislation provides solutions to some of the challenges faced by persons with disabilities and is
224
useful for promoting and protecting the rights of children with disabilities. Independent monitoring
systems mediated through human rights institutions and managed by a designated ombudsperson can
225
increase the effectiveness of programs and gather critical data. Member States that have ratified the
Convention on the Rights of the Child are monitored by the Committee on the Rights of the Child which
226
assesses the implementation of the CRC. Every five years, Member States must produce a report to
the Committee on the Rights of the Child detailing standard setting policy, and the implementation of the
227
principles of the CRC.
The Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities reports to the Human Rights Council
and General Assembly; this position was created in HRC resolution 35/6 “Special rapporteur on the rights
of persons with disabilities” with the purpose of addressing the barriers that still exist for persons with
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disabilities. The Special Rapporteur is mandated to work on promoting the inclusion and protection of
people with disabilities by receiving information through dialogue with states and stakeholders; working
co-operatively with other UN bodies to intervene when human rights are violated; providing concrete
recommendations on the promotion of rights of people with disabilities; by advocating for increased
229
inclusion and greater accessibility. The Special Rapporteur consults directly with people with
230
disabilities when making recommendations and issuing reports. The United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) works to help assist people with disabilities globally, and particularly in Syria, Japan
231
and Sierra Leone. The UNDP works to promote and facilitate cooperation between states to promote
232
the rights of people with disabilities particularly during development.
The Inter-Agency Support Group (IASG) includes UNICEF, the World Health Organization (WHO), the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and the International Labor
233
Organization (ILO). The IASG coordinates the actions of these entities and helps provide a uniform
method for addressing the inclusion and protection issues of childhood disability by producing training
234
materials, developing workshops, and generating guidelines for states. One of the main goals of the
235
IASG is the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The rights of
236
persons with disabilities falls under the programs and mandates of these several agencies. In
Bangladesh, the World Bank, an observer member of the IASG, helps fund the Disability and Children at
Risk Project for Bangladesh (DCAR) that has the mission of scaling up and creating improved
government services to children with disabilities such as social services, foster care, assisted living,
237
physical and social rehabilitation, and career development.
Children with Disabilities and Sustainable Development
238

Children in poverty are at greater risk of being disabled due to higher injury and health risks. This is
due to mothers suffering from poor nutrition and from encountering toxins and environmental pollutants in
239
their community. Children in poverty often live in communities that have greater physical risks such as
violence, abuse, exposure to infection, illness, and toxins, along with mental health risks such as lack of
240
stimulation. Parents and families of children with disabilities face economic and social
241
disadvantages. To fully realize the rights of children with disabilities, there needs to be greater
understanding of the physical, informational and communication barriers that contribute to a cycle of
242
social and economic exclusion. Children living in poverty have an increased chance of becoming
243
disabled, and children with disabilities are more likely to live in poverty due to a variety of reasons.
244
Therefore, families of children with disabilities often fall deeper into poverty. There are higher costs of
living for families of children with disabilities including costs associated with medical treatment, travel,
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rehabilitation, assistive care, and lost wages of parents as a result of caring for their child. UNICEF
advocates for the development of transport systems and buildings that are accessible, affordable, and
246
sustainable.
Building on the MDGs, the SDGs expanded their focus to ensure inclusiveness, access, and development
247
for all. The elimination of poverty is addressed the first SDG with subsection 1.3 discussing the need
248
for social protection for vulnerable people, such as children with disabilities. SDG 11 relates to making
cities more inclusive and safe with subsection 11.2 directly discussing the need for special attention to the
249
needs of people with disabilities regarding transportation. Subsection 11.7 discusses the need for
250
inclusive and accessible public spaces. An important initiative for cities to support children with
251
disabilities navigating society is the Child-Friendly Cities Initiative. Child-Friendly Cities is a UNICEF
252
initiative that was created in 1996 with intention of aiding municipalities in accomplishing the CRC. A
253
Child-Friendly City is “a city or any local system of governance, committed to fulfilling children’s rights.
For inclusive systems to be implemented there need to be changes in both the private and public sectors
254
occurring with appropriate budgeting and resource allocation. New facilities and systems do not
necessarily need to be built, as existing facilities can be expanded and improved upon to accommodate
255
the needs of children with disabilities.
Inclusive Systems for Children with Disabilities
Inclusive systems need to take into account the gender, age, and disability-specific needs and capabilities
256
of children. It is important to note that issues around discrimination vary to a large extent because
257
children with disabilities are not a homogenous group. Therefore, it is important that identification and
assessment occur at a young age to allow for children to access the most appropriate and helpful
services and programs, such as interventions to help prepare the child and their families for the
258
challenges of living with their disability. Appropriate early intervention includes monitoring children to
259
discover what types of assistance works and what does not work for that child’s disability. Children with
disabilities are less likely to attend school and less likely to remain in school because they have poor
260
learning experiences in many classrooms and are often not in classrooms with children their own age.
261
One-third of children at primary school age who are not in school, are disabled. It is important to realize
262
that educational opportunities for children with disabilities can be improved. The use of supportive and
263
assistive technology allows for children to realize their rights and improve their quality of life. Examples
of this technology are communication devices, crutches, walking frames, braces, braille systems, and
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264

hearing aids. Educating and informing people on disabilities is one of the strongest methods to improve
265
services. Children with disabilities are often at a higher risk for physical abuse because they are
marginalized and excluded by society, and often face the consequences of discriminatory policies and
266
attitudes daily. People with disabilities have the right to work and the opportunity to earn a living; some
barriers to this right include: physically inaccessible workplaces, limited or no assistive technology in the
workplace, discriminatory attitudes of co-workers, lack of services and policies, and systems that address
267
their specific.
268

Inclusive systems involve positive interactions with people providing services. Currently most service
providers such as teachers, lawyers, public transportation workers and health care workers, lack the skills
269
and knowledge to effectively assist children with disabilities. Training for the these service providers is
270
something States parties need to provide to be compliant with Article 9 of the CRPD. Teachers with
experience can be essential in assisting and training new teachers through helping to implement
271
practices and applying skills to the curriculum. Training for less experienced teachers can also be done
through written materials on implementing the curriculum and seminars by using various techniques that
272
handle the needs of disabled students.
The legal system is one of the main systems that challenges the inclusion of children with disabilities in
273
society; some legal systems routinely discriminate against children with disabilities. UNICEF provides
recommendations in their report Children’s Equitable Access to Justice: Central and Eastern Europe and
Central Asia presenting research done in partnership with the International Development Law
274
Organization. The recommendations of the Children’s Equitable Access to Justice: Central and Eastern
Europe and Central Asia include: the use of administrative bodies, judicial forms, ombudspersons,
national human rights institutions, traditional justice systems, mediation, reconciliation and alternative
275
dispute resolution forums which serve children with disabilities more completely. The report calls for
more access to justice for children with disabilities which leads to legal empowerment and the
strengthening of accountability mechanisms to decrease the risk of discrimination against persons with
276
disabilities. The Special Rapporteur recommends providing education to children with disabilities on the
laws and courts to make them easier for children to understand and utilize if their rights are not being
277
realized. Professionals within the judicial system, such as law enforcement, lawyers, judges, and
278
courthouse officials need to be trained in attending to the needs of children with disabilities.
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Communities and states have the potential of using each others’ experiences to discover the best method
279
of developing inclusive systems.
280

It is important to note that humanitarian crises can increase the number of children with disabilities.
Emergency preparedness and planning needs to include children with disabilities to meet their various,
281
diverse needs. Children with disabilities face additional pressures such as the loss of their medications
and assistive devices, difficulty walking distances, and waiting in lines for supplies; therefore,
282
psychological services are important to offer to handle these pressures. Within the development of
283
emergency response plans, the needs of children with disabilities should be included. The design of
new programs and services can be formulated with the inclusion of children with disabilities from the
284
start.
Conclusion
The rights and freedoms of children with disabilities will be best realized through inclusion at every
285
level. Whether the solutions are internationally based or locally based, information-sharing allows for
286
strong solutions. It is important that children with disabilities develop voices through their protection and
287
inclusion so that they can prevent violence, exploitation, and oppression against them. The realization
of children with disabilities’ rights can be advanced by identifying and addressing the root causes of the
288
inequality faced by children with disabilities. Progress has been made as the SDGs pay attention to the
elimination of poverty and the development of accessible and sustainable housing for children with
289
disabilities. Different bodies in the UN system and the international community work on issues relating
290
to the protection and inclusion of children with disabilities. There is a connection between disability and
poverty; children in poverty have a greater chance of being disabled and children with disabilities often fall
291
more into poverty. Inclusive systems need to include positive, effective interaction between children
292
and service providers and should not create greater difficulties for children with disabilities.
Further Research
What is the impact of culture on the protection and inclusion of children with disabilities? What are the
national plans of countries that have made progress on the protection and inclusion of children with
disabilities? Are there regional groups that have done work focusing on the protection and inclusion of
children with disabilities? Would having a unified definition of being disabled help with the protection and
inclusion of children with disabilities? Are there opportunities for more inter-agency work regarding
children with disabilities?
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III. The Rights of the Child in the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development
“[We have a duty] to all the world’s people, especially the most vulnerable, and in particular the children of
293
the world, to whom the future belongs.”
Introduction
In 2015, the General Assembly adopted resolution 70/1, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda), identifying 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
294
169 targets that aim to promote sustainable development. The SDGs build on the successes of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which guided the United Nations (UN) actions from 2000 to
295
2015. The 2030 Agenda commits to “leaving no one behind” and to providing children with a positive
296
environment for the full realization of their rights and capabilities. The 2030 Agenda defines children as
297
“agents of change,” recognizing that they are active partners in realizing the SDGs. The SDGs
298
incorporate objectives that are specific to the health and well-being of children and adolescents. SDG
3, SDG 4, SDG 5, and SDG 16 include targets for early childhood development; universal access to
education; access to legal justice; and protection of girls and boys from violence, abuse, and
299
exploitation.
In its Annual Report 2015, UNICEF found that accelerating progress for the most marginalized children is
300
needed in order to achieve sustainable development. Further, the United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) underlines that the realization of children’s rights is the
301
foundation for securing a sustainable future and realizing all human rights. The protection and the
fulfillment of children’s rights also have positive consequences in terms of global security and human
302
progress. Therefore, UNICEF is committed to supporting the successful implementation of the rights of
303
children as part of the 2030 Agenda in order to achieve all the SDGs by the year 2030.
International and Regional Framework
Since the adoption of the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child (1924), the international
304
community has put special attention on the protection of children’s rights. The declaration underlines
that “the child must be given the means requisite for its normal development, both materially and
305
spiritually.” In 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) specified the right for everyone
306
to have an adequate standard of living, and called for the same social protection of all children. The
UDHR, as well as the 1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR),
recognized the right of everyone to education, and underlined education as one of the fundamental tools
307
for the development of the human personality. The cornerstone document on children’s rights is the
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Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) (1989), which defines four “General Principles” that play a
308
fundamental role in the realization of children’s rights. These key principles include non-discrimination
(Article 2), children’s best interests (Article 3), the right to life survival and development (Article 6), and the
309
right to be heard (Article 12). By bringing together key ideas pertaining children’s rights articulated in
past international instruments, the CRC has served as the compact framework guiding almost all action
310
on behalf of children’s rights since 1989.
During the Millennium Summit in September 2000, the international community made a commitment to
ensure children’s rights to survival, health, education, protection, and participation, affirming them in the
311
Millennium Declaration and the consequent MDGs. The MDGs covered several missions, such as
reducing child death (MDG 4) and improving the level of quality of children’s lives everywhere in the
312
world. In particular, the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger (MDG 1), the achievement of
universal primary education (MDG 2), and the improvement of maternal health (MDG 5) were directly
313
related to children’s rights. The MDGs, which were not completely fulfilled, expired in 2015 and were
314
replaced by the post-2015 development agenda and the SDGs. Children’s rights and interests are
reflected in all of the SDGs, more specifically by those addressing poverty (Goal 1), hunger (Goal 2),
315
health (Goal 3), gender equality (Goal 5), and access to justice (Goal 16).
In its 2016 resolution 31/7, the Human Rights Council (HRC) requested OHCHR to prepare a report on
the Protection of the Rights of the Child in the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
316
Development. The report gives a clear overview of the 2030 Agenda with regards to children’s rights
and underlines its universality in the realization of the rights of all children in all countries across the
317
world. In particular, the document recognizes the importance of respecting, fulfilling, and protecting
318
children’s rights in order to achieve global security, sustainability, and human progress. The report also
underlines the necessity of developing “a comprehensive, safe, inclusive, and empowering approach to
children’s protection that is in line with the CRC”, as well as ensuring a clear and predictable legal and
319
regulatory environment to respect the rights of the child.
Other foundational documents with regards to promoting specific children’s rights, which can be linked to
ensuring the achievement of the SDGs, are the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) (1979) and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
320
Disabilities (CRPD) (2006). According to UNICEF and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA),
the achievement of gender equality and the promotion of women’s rights are inherently connected to the
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321

realization of children’s rights. The CRPD ensures that all children receive the same access to their
322
rights regardless of their health status. Moreover, General Assembly resolution 69/313, adopted in
2015, endorsed the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for
Development (Addis Ababa Action Agenda), and stressed the necessity of devoting more funds to
323
improving children’s education, especially for those who live in vulnerable conditions. It also underlined
324
the active role that local governments and communities must play to ensure this goal.
On a regional level, articles 7 and 17 of the 1961 European Social Charter (ESC) affirm the right to
special protection for children and young people against physical and moral hazards, as well as to social
325
and economic protection. Likewise, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, which
was adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity in
326
1979, aims to promote the physical, mental, moral, and social development of African children.
Role of the International System
All UN actors and agents of the international community are called to cooperate and work toward the
327
common goal of implementing the SDGs in a manner to ensure the rights of the child are also realized.
The 169 concrete targets of the SDGs are measured by 230 specific indicators, 50 of which are directly
328
related to children. UNICEF, as the global leader of data on children, is the custodian for 10 SDG
329
indicators and co-custodian for seven further indicators. The 2018 UNICEF report, Progress for Every
Child in the SDG Era, is the first thematic report analyzing the progress in achieving the SDGs as they
330
relate to children and young people. The report considers five dimensions of children’s rights: health,
331
learning, protection from violence and exploitation, a safe environment, and equal opportunity. In the
report, UNICEF quantifies the number of children facing different sorts of challenges between now and
2030, and among others, predicts that 10 million children will die of preventable causes before their fifth
332
birthday and 22 million children will not receive pre-primary education.
In an effort to ensure that children’s rights remain a central part of the 2030 Agenda, UNICEF established
333
the Group of Friends of Children and the SDGs during the SDG negotiations process in 2015. At the
2017 Meeting of the High-level Political Forum (HLPF), this group underlined the necessity of
334
implementing national efforts to raise awareness of the SDGs among children in schools. In addition,
the group focused on increasing child and youth participation in the social community through
consultations and youth councils, as well as through investing in children to secure a more prosperous
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and sustainable future for all. The work that has been done by this body has helped ensure that
336
children’s rights are an integral part of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
UNICEF has demonstrated that data can provide a foundation for monitoring the state of the world’s
337
children and may allow the international community to make decisions that improve their lives. UNICEF
uses several tools, such as the Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS), to assess how children and
their families are doing and to capture Member States’ progress against targets like those included in the
338
SDGs. Since 2017, the MICS program has been a leading source of data for monitoring the SDGs,
generating information on poverty, malnutrition, birth attendance, early childhood development, birth
339
registration, and other key indicators on children’s well-being. In addition, the MICS program has
340
covered new areas such as social protection, learning, and the use of technology. The data collected
by the MICS facilitates the implementation of children’s rights into the SDGs because, as shown by
UNICEF, these surveys provide a benchmark for the international community to track children’s
341
progress. UNICEF also works in partnership with governments, civil society, business, academia, and
342
UN actors to promote the rights of the child and achieve the SDGs. For example, in 2017, the World
Bank Group signed its first Strategic Partnership Framework with UNICEF, with the task of investing in
early childhood development, researching on child poverty and social protection, and promoting equity in
343
access to basic services.
The Nexus between Education, Sports, and Children’s Rights in the 2030 Agenda
In the 2030 Agenda, education plays a key role in ensuring the creation of a world “free of poverty,
344
hunger, disease and want, where all life can thrive.” Education in itself is an empowering right and one
of the most powerful tools by which marginalized children can fully participate in society and have a
345
promising future. It is articulated as a stand-alone goal in SDG 4, which further highlights the
346
importance of promoting children’s right to education in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. In its
Annual Report 2017, UNICEF reveals that there has been a drastic improvement in the amount of
children attending school, with around 160 million more children having access to education today than
347
10 years ago. However, UNICEF underlines the necessity of investing more in this field in order to
ensure a quality education for all, and give children the opportunity to implement their acquired
348
knowledge and skills to succeed in the global economy.
In 2015, UNICEF, together with several other UN bodies, organized the World Education Forum in
349
Incheon, Republic of Korea, where the Incheon Declaration for Education 2030 was adopted. This
declaration underlines the nature of education as a public good, as well as a fundamental right and a
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350

starting point for the realization of other rights. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) has specified that the articles of the Incheon Declaration tie into the 2030
351
Agenda by reaffirming some of the Agenda’s main goals related to children’s rights. Among others,
articles 6 and 7 aim to expand access to education, with a special focus on guaranteeing inclusion and
352
equity in schools. These articles place particular emphasis on not leaving girls behind, as they make up
353
more than 54% of the non-schooled population in the world.
UNICEF works constantly with all governments who have signaled their commitment to universal access
to education, and places increased attention on working alongside Member States that face humanitarian
354
crises, such as conflicts and/or natural disasters. For this reason, UNICEF has developed numerous
partnerships with governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), regional organizations, and civil
355
society actors. Specifically, UNICEF has been cooperating with the Directorate-General for the
European Civil Protection and Humanitarian aid (ECHO) and providing emergency education to more
356
than 2.5 million refugees and displaced children between Greece and Turkey. Moreover, UNICEF has
implemented “Educate a Child,” a program of the Education Above All foundation, which aims to
357
guarantee access to quality learning for out-of-school children of primary school age. With the goal of
leaving no one behind in the future implementation of the 2030 Agenda, UNICEF has also been
supporting specific programs for facilitating the inclusion of children affected by disabilities, such as
358
through the New Autism Action Strategy in Oman developed for children with autism in schools.
The 2030 Agenda considers sport as an educational tool for children and a potential contributor toward
359
the achievement of the SDGs. Through sport, children can learn important skills, such as discipline,
confidence, and leadership, as well as acquire core values, such as tolerance, cooperation, and
360
respect. UNICEF has also noticed in its Annual Report 2017, sport programs both in and out of schools
are important in demonstrating the inclusion all people regardless of gender, ethnicity, ability, or age, and
361
sportive programs play a fundamental role in making social interaction between boys and girls easier.
In other words, UNICEF states that sport is another way to ensure that all children receive equitable
362
access to quality education, while reducing forms of discrimination based on gender and other factors.
Strongly believing in the positive role of sport in everyone’s life, the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Sport
for Development and Peace was formed, bringing together agencies with relevant experience in using
sport in their activities, such as UNICEF, the International Labour Organization (ILO), UNESCO, the
World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the United
363
Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment). The Task Force considers sport as a “school for
364
life” and provides various programs to support its goals of diversity, inclusion, and global citizenship. In
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addition, private sector bodies have also contributed to UNICEF’s focus on linking education and sport.
For example, Barça Foundation, the football club’s charitable arm, has provided more than 1.5 million
children with access to quality education and sport by contributing €2 million each year to UNICEF
366
initiatives fostering education through sport.

365

Children and Access to Justice in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Access to justice, as defined in a UNDP report, is “the right of individuals and groups to obtain a quick,
effective and fair response to protect their rights, prevent or solve disputes and control the abuse of
power, through a transparent and efficient process, in which mechanism are available, affordable and
367
accountable.” Goal 16 of the SDGs aims to guarantee a better level of assistance for all, and calls for
368
the protection of justice systems with a specific focus on the protection of children’s rights. The InterAgency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), created in 2015 with the task of developing
and implementing the global indicator framework for the goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda, has
identified seven key areas that must be addressed and reformed to ensure children‘s equitable access to
369
justice and full realization of their needs. These areas include: violent discipline of children; children
being victims of human trafficking or sexual violence; low crime reporting rate of children; unsentenced
370
child detainees; unregistered children at birth; and children experiencing discriminatory behavior.
To achieve access to justice, SDG 16.9 emphasizes that children must be able to use and trust legal
system to protect their fundamental rights, and, in order to do so, all forms of inequality and discrimination
371
must be eliminated. Ensuring equal access to justice is essential for protecting children from
372
discrimination, violence, abuse, and exploitation. Both SDG 5 on achieve gender equality and SDG 10
373
on reducing inequalities, are directly related to ensuring equitable access to justice.
The 2030 Agenda also underlines the obligations of states to provide documented legal identity for all,
374
since legal identities guarantee children’s inalienable rights and ensure their legal protection. Legal
registration further gives a guarantee that a child can enjoy social assistance, the right to vote, and the
375
exercise of economic rights when he or she grows up. On the contrary, lack of registration may result in
early marriage, early conscription to the armed forces, or early entry into the labor market, all being
376
violations to fundamental children’s rights. According to UNICEF, there are about 230 million children
under the age of five without legal documentation in around 160 countries, which poses a significant
377
challenge to the international community and to realizing children’s rights.
Investing in Children for Sustainable Development
The Addis Ababa Action Agenda, specifically article 7, establishes a clear link between investing in
378
children and the achievement of growth and development. UNICEF has affirmed that certain categories
365
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of investments yield more economic and social returns than others, with the most successful being
comprehensive early childhood interventions, quality education, and activities for the inclusion of
379
adolescents and young people. With the advent of the SDGs, UNICEF has been working to promote
new innovative partnerships with the private sector in order to strengthen both public finance for children
380
and domestic resource mobilization. Moreover, UNICEF proposed to elaborate multi-year investment
381
plans for children and young people to strengthen synergies across private and public sectors. In
addition, UNICEF’s South Africa Annual Report 2016 demonstrated that investing in early childhood
development via education, health and nutrition, and social development can allow children to enjoy their
382
rights and develop their full potential. In particular, good health and quality education during childhood
development are fundamental both for school success and for fulfilling children’s capacity to contribute
383
meaningfully to society. UNICEF has found that Early Childhood Development (ECD) programs and
384
policies provide cost-effective and long-term outcomes for educational attainment and lifelong success.
Further highlighting the importance of investing in ECD programs and policies, the 2017 UNICEF report
Early Moments Matter for Every Child describes three basic policies that support healthy brain
385
development in young children. These include two years of free pre-primary education, adequate paid
386
parental leave, and paid breastfeeding breaks for new mothers for the first six months. Nevertheless, at
least 32 Member States across the world have not yet implemented such policies, which has resulted in
387
85 million children under five being raised in places that have not fully invested in ECD. This same
UNICEF report finds that investments in ECD contribute to better health and education outcomes, as well
388
as to significant future economic gains. Strengthening ECD is key to achieving at least seven of the
children-related SDGs, on poverty, hunger, health, education, gender, water and sanitation, and
389
inequality. According to UNICEF, these goals represent a priority to build a solid foundation for every
390
child, which will result in a better chance to create equity, prosperity, and sustainability for all.
Conclusion
As affirmed by UNICEF, the 2030 Agenda plays an important role in terms of setting goals and targets
391
that can help realize children’s rights. The SDGs presented in the 2030 Agenda are universal in scope,
and their call to leave no one behind puts the world's most vulnerable people, including children, at the
392
forefront of the Agenda. With the aim of achieving the goal of transforming “our world for the better by
393
2030,” the protection of children is a key responsibility for the international community. All sectors of
society, including governments, educators, social workers, parents, communities, the private sector, and
the civil society have a shared responsibility in the realization of the SDGs so that children’s rights are
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394

fully protected. The success of the SDGs will directly affect the future of millions of children, and
395
therefore the future of the global community.
Further Research
As delegates begin researching this topic, they are encouraged to develop a clear understanding of the
main goals set by the 2030 Agenda, with a special focus on those targets directly related to children’s
rights. Some questions that delegates should consider while researching are: How are the rights of the
child addressed in the 2030 Agenda? How can children contribute to the achievement of the 2030
Agenda? Which initiatives can help the international community promote children’s rights? In addressing
specific topics, delegates should develop a broad overview of the numerous initiatives, programs, and
actions undertaken by the international community to promote children’s rights, and consider those most
effective for the achievement of the child-focused SDGs.
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children’s lives around the world, and it underlines the most vulnerable regions and
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groups at risk of not receiving aid. The report considers five main dimensions of
children’s rights, as defined by UNICEF, which are the rights to survive and thrive, to
learn, to be protected from violence, to live in a safe and clean environment, and to have
an equal opportunity to succeed. Delegates will find this report helpful for showing the
progress toward the SDGs for each of these dimensions. In addition, they will find the
explanation of the factors behind such progress, such as global leadership, regional
cooperation, technological innovation, and advocacy, and the suggestions of new ways
for implementing them.
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. (2015). Education 2030: Incheon
Declaration and Framework for Action: Towards inclusive and equitable quality education and lifelong
learning for all [Report]. Retrieved 6 August 2018
from: http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/ED/ED/pdf/FFA_Complet_Web-ENG.pdf
This report represents a current cornerstone in the field of children’s education. The
document is the result of a joint work conducted by UNESCO together with UNICEF, the
World Bank, UNFPA, UNDP, the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), and the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) during the World Education Forum 2015 in
Incheon, Republic of Korea. Delegates will have a clear understanding of what is the
international community’s vision for education for the next 15 years. Additionally, they will
find some strategic approaches to achieve SDG 4 on education, both on a regional and
global scale. Moreover, the document presents important means of implementation for
ensuring a good quality of education for all, and creating safe, non-violent, inclusive, and
effective learning environments for all.
United Nations, General Assembly, Seventieth session. (2015). Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development (A/RES/70/1). Retrieved 6 July 2018 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1
The 2030 Agenda should be one of the first steps for researching about the topic under
discussion, since it describes the current challenges to sustainable development. The
SDGs have an enormous impact on children’s lives around the world since they directly
aim to end poverty, ensure food security, improve access to clean water and sanitation,
promote good health and well-being, provide quality education, reduce inequalities, and
affirm gender equality. The 2030 Agenda sets the new goals to achieve by 2030,
including those directly related to children’s rights, which are the areas where delegates
should begin their research.
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